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CONFIDENTIAL BRASILIA 4900 

PASS DEFENSE RIO FOR GEN LISET 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, BR 

SUB J : BRAZILIAN PURCHASE OF F-5 

DURING A COURTESY CALL, MINISTER OF AVIATION, TOLD AIR 
ATTACHE THAT "WE HAVE SERIOUS PROBLEMS ON THE F-5 PURCHASE". 

MEMBER OF MINISTER S STAFF RESPONDING TO OUR INQUIRY, INDICATED 
THAT AIR MINISTER HAD JUST BEEN BRIEFED BY COL. MARTINS COSTA 
WHO HAD RETURNED FROM U.S. AND HAD BEEN NEGOTIATING ON F-5. IN- 
FORMANT ALSO STATED THAT THERE WERE A NUMBER OF PROBLEMS, THE MOST 
IMPORTANT OF WHICH RELATED TO DEVELOPMENT COSTS OF AIRCRAFT. 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING FULL REPORT ON PRESENT STATUS 
OF F-5 DEAL. 

CLEVELAND 
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